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Generic Marking Principles 
 

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. They should be applied alongside the 
specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptions for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these 
marking principles. 
 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1: 
 
Marks must be awarded in line with: 
 

• the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question 

• the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question 

• the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2: 
 
Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3: 
 
Marks must be awarded positively: 
 

• marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit is given for valid answers which go beyond 
the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, referring to your Team Leader as appropriate 

• marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do 

• marks are not deducted for errors 

• marks are not deducted for omissions 

• answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these features are specifically assessed by the 
question as indicated by the mark scheme. The meaning, however, should be unambiguous. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4: 
 
Rules must be applied consistently, e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed instructions or in the application of generic level 
descriptors. 
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GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5: 
 
Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question (however; the use of the full mark range may 
be limited according to the quality of the candidate responses seen). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6: 
 
Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should not be awarded with grade thresholds or 
grade descriptors in mind. 

 
 
Science-Specific Marking Principles 
 

1 Examiners should consider the context and scientific use of any keywords when awarding marks. Although keywords may be present, marks 
should not be awarded if the keywords are used incorrectly.  

2 The examiner should not choose between contradictory statements given in the same question part, and credit should not be awarded for 
any correct statement that is contradicted within the same question part. Wrong science that is irrelevant to the question should be ignored. 

3 Although spellings do not have to be correct, spellings of syllabus terms must allow for clear and unambiguous separation from other 
syllabus terms with which they may be confused (e.g. ethane / ethene, glucagon / glycogen, refraction / reflection). 

4 The error carried forward (ecf) principle should be applied, where appropriate. If an incorrect answer is subsequently used in a scientifically 
correct way, the candidate should be awarded these subsequent marking points. Further guidance will be included in the mark scheme 
where necessary and any exceptions to this general principle will be noted. 

5 ‘List rule’ guidance 
 

For questions that require n responses (e.g. State two reasons …): 
 

• The response should be read as continuous prose, even when numbered answer spaces are provided. 

• Any response marked ignore in the mark scheme should not count towards n. 

• Incorrect responses should not be awarded credit but will still count towards n. 

• Read the entire response to check for any responses that contradict those that would otherwise be credited. Credit should not be 
awarded for any responses that are contradicted within the rest of the response. Where two responses contradict one another, this 
should be treated as a single incorrect response. 

• Non-contradictory responses after the first n responses may be ignored even if they include incorrect science. 
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6 Calculation specific guidance 
 

Correct answers to calculations should be given full credit even if there is no working or incorrect working, unless the question states ‘show 
your working’.  

 
For questions in which the number of significant figures required is not stated, credit should be awarded for correct answers when rounded 
by the examiner to the number of significant figures given in the mark scheme. This may not apply to measured values.  

 

For answers given in standard form (e.g. a  10n) in which the convention of restricting the value of the coefficient (a) to a value between 1 
and 10 is not followed, credit may still be awarded if the answer can be converted to the answer given in the mark scheme.  

 
Unless a separate mark is given for a unit, a missing or incorrect unit will normally mean that the final calculation mark is not awarded. 
Exceptions to this general principle will be noted in the mark scheme. 

7 Guidance for chemical equations 
 

Multiples / fractions of coefficients used in chemical equations are acceptable unless stated otherwise in the mark scheme.  
 

State symbols given in an equation should be ignored unless asked for in the question or stated otherwise in the mark scheme. 
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Annotations guidance for centres 
 
Examiners use a system of annotations as a shorthand for communicating their marking decisions to one another. Examiners are trained during the 
standardisation process on how and when to use annotations. The purpose of annotations is to inform the standardisation and monitoring 
processes and guide the supervising examiners when they are checking the work of examiners within their team. The meaning of annotations and 
how they are used is specific to each component and is understood by all examiners who mark the component.  
 
We publish annotations in our mark schemes to help centres understand the annotations they may see on copies of scripts. Note that there may 
not be a direct correlation between the number of annotations on a script and the mark awarded. Similarly, the use of an annotation may not be an 
indication of the quality of the response.  
 
The annotations listed below were available to examiners marking this component in this series.  
 
Annotations 
 

Annotation Meaning 

 
correct point or mark awarded 

 correct awarding one mark from marking point or marking group 1. 
similar numbered ticks are used for marking point or marking groups 2, 3, 4 etc. 

 
incorrect point or mark not awarded 

 
working towards marking point 

 information missing or insufficient for credit 

 used to highlight part of an extended response 

 

used to highlight part of an extended response  

 allow or accept 

 benefit of the doubt given 
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Annotation Meaning 

 

blank page 

 contradiction in response, mark not awarded 

 error carried forward applied 

 

marking point already given 

 incorrect or insufficient point ignored while marking the rest of the response 

 irrelevant material that does not answer the question 

 maximum mark reached 

 or reverse argument 

 incorrect point or mark not awarded 

 point has been noted, but no credit has been given 
or 
blank page seen 
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Mark scheme abbreviations 

; separates marking points 

/ alternative answers for the same point 

A accept (for answers correctly cued by the question, or by extra guidance) 

R reject 

I ignore 

( ) the word / phrase in brackets is not required, but sets the context  

AW alternative wording (where responses vary more than usual) 

underline actual word given must be used by candidate (grammatical variants accepted) 

max indicates the maximum number of marks that can be given 

ora or reverse argument 

mp marking point (with relevant number) 

ecf error carried forward 

AVP alternative valid point 
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Question Answer Marks 

1(a) any two from: 
1 time of day ; 
 
2 (which) days (of week for exercise) ; 
 
3 speed / distance, of walking / running ; 
 
4 location / gradient / AW of, walking / running ; 
 
5 temperature ; 

2 

1(b)(i) exercise (programme) ; 1 

1(b)(ii) any three from: 
1 (mean) difference in systolic blood pressure, increases / AW, after (the 12-week) exercise (programme) ; ora 
 
2 (mean) difference in diastolic blood pressure, was, negative / a decrease, before (the 12-week) exercise (programme)  

and  
is, positive / an increase, after (the 12-week exercise programme) ; 
 

3 systolic, blood pressure, increases / AW, after the walking test (before and after the 12-week exercise programme) ; 
ora 

 
4 diastolic blood pressure, decreases / AW, after the walking test, before (the 12-week) exercise (programme)  

or 
diastolic blood pressure, increases / AW, after the walking test, after (the 12-week) exercise (programme) ; 

 
5 paired data quote ; 

3 

1(c)(i) 0.31 ; 1 
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Question Answer Marks 

1(c)(ii) any two from: 
1 to calculate (95%) confidence intervals / CI  

or 
to plot error bars ; 

 
2 to test, whether the means (for the resting systolic blood pressures) are (significantly) different 

or 
to test, whether the, SE values / error bars / (95%) CI, overlap ; 

 
3 to get a measure of how close the, calculated / sample / AW, mean is likely to be to the, true / actual / AW, mean ; 

2 
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Question Answer Marks 

2(a) 0.26 (s) ; 1 

2(b)(i) 1 use of water as diluent ;  
 
2 12 cm3 of, 0.5% / stock, caffeine solution and 8 cm3 of water ; 

2 

2(b)(ii) any seven from: 
1 use of a minimum of five stated caffeine concentrations ; 
 
2 use a stated volume of (each) caffeine solution ; 
 
3 use, a (light) microscope (to observe D. magna) ; 
 

4 use a method to maintain, same / stated, temperature 

or 
method to avoid overheating ; 

 
5 ref. to standardised variable relating to D. magna ; 
 

6 use a method to standardise, pH / oxygen concentration, of caffeine solutions ; 

 
7 method for, equilibration / acclimatisation, of D. magna ; 
 

8 at each (caffeine) concentration, count the number of cardiac cycles, in a, set / stated, time ; 

 
9 use of a method to ensure accurate counting ; 
 
10 at each (caffeine) concentration take at least three measurements ; 
 

11 idea of use, new / fresh / different, D. magna ; 

7 
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Question Answer Marks 

3(a) 1 correct axis labels: 
percentage / %, cover of, (water) hyacinth 
and 
percentage / %, cover of, malancha ; 

 
2 appropriately shaped line ; 

straight line with upward trend 

2 

3(b)(i) any suitable method of generating random numbers and matching to the (69) sampling locations ; 1 

3(b)(ii) 48 (%) ; ; 
 
award one mark for correct working if final answer incorrect or missing 

2 

3(b)(iii) t-test 
 
and 
 
any one from: 
 
idea of comparing (the difference between two) means ; 
 
continuous data ; 
 
standard deviations (for each treatment) are approximately the same ; 
 
data (from populations that are) normally distributed ; 
 
fewer than 30 values (in each treatment) ; 

1 
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Question Answer Marks 

3(b)(iv) ref. to hazard and risk and precaution ; 
 

hazard risk precaution 

animals allergy / bites / injury / 
infection / disease 

medication / work in a group / travel 
with an expert / suitable PPE / 
first aid kit 

(plants) pollen allergy medication / mask 

environment woodland / falling 
branches or trees / thorns / trip 
hazards / holes / mud 

injury / getting lost boots / hard hat / suitable 
clothing / PPE /  GPS / map / stay in a 
group / use an  
expert / 

water / river / Armand bayou injury / drowning /  hypothermia / swept 
away (by current) 

boots / lifejacket /  wetsuit / use an 
expert / do not enter water / use a 
boat / use a rope 

(water-borne) pathogens /  
parasites / pollution 

infection / disease /  irritation (from 
pollutants) 

PPE / wash hands 

tools / knife (to cut plants) injury cut away from, hand / body / other 
people 

  

1 
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Question Answer Marks 

3(b)(v) any four from: 
 
in context of supports: 
1 (removal of malancha) reduces, (mean) area / abundance (of water hyacinth) in treatment 1 and 2 (compared to, 

control / treatment 3) 
or 
(mean) area / abundance (of water hyacinth) is, lower / lowest / AW, in treatment 2, compared to, control / treatment 3 ; 

 

2 (95%) confidence intervals / CI / error bars, for treatment 2 and 3, do not overlap 

and 

(mean area / abundance of water hyacinth) is significantly different ; 

 
in context of limits support: 

3 (95%) confidence intervals / CI / error bars, for treatment 1 and 3, overlap 
and 

(mean area / abundance of water hyacinth) may not be significantly different ; 

 
4 investigation only carried out, once / at one time of year / over period of 8 weeks ; 
 
5 investigation only carried out at 12 locations ; 
 
6 no statistical test / should carry out a statistical test ; 

4 

 


